
 
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

ABOUT ANNEXATION 
 
Q: What is annexation? 
A: The process whereby a city expands its boundary to include a specific geographic 
area. Cities initiate annexation as an effort to provide areas of future growth and 
development. 

Q: How does an area qualify for annexation? 
A: To qualify for annexation, an area must meet specific requirements set forth in the 
State statute. An area must be adjacent to Stockbridge's city limits by at least one-
eighth of the total boundary of the area that coincides with City of Stockbridge 
boundary. The area cannot lie within the boundaries of another incorporated 
municipality. 

Q: What are the benefits of annexation to property owners and homeowners 
within annexation areas? 
A: Beginning on the effective annexation date, property owners in the annexation 
areas become immediately eligible to receive City services, such as code enforcement, 
trash pick-up, street maintenance and local government representation.  
 
Q: Why should I annex into the City? 
A: Today the City of Stockbridge is the largest City in Henry County, with a territory of 
about 13.31 square miles, over 1,800 businesses and more than 27,000 residents. We are 
committed to making the City of Stockbridge... -Where You Want to Be." 

 
For residents, the City of Stockbridge offers numerous world class services serving all 
communities in the City. Including an expansive park system that encompasses, 
playground equipment, tennis courts, walking trails.   For business and proper ty 
owners, the City has stream lined procedures and centralized processes for perm its, 
inspections and, business licensure and other crucial services to provide efficient 
services to its stakeholders.  
 
Q: Would my mailing address change? 
A: Addresses might change to revise the city to the City of Stockbridge. It is 
important to ensure that addresses are correct due to the protection link provided 
by E9·1-1 telephone service and first responders. 

 
Q: Would annexation negatively affect my property values? 
A: No. Annexation into the City of Stockbridge should in fact, increase the property 
values and marketability of residential and commercial properties. Due to the 
availability of quality City services at reduced costs to City residents, businessowners 
and property owners. 

 
Q: Would annexation affect where my children go to school? 
A: No. If annexed into the City of Stockbridge. residents would remain within the 
Henry County School system.  
 

Q: How would my trash pick-up change? 
A: Stockbridge offers superior waste services. Garbage, recycling, bulk and yard 
waste collection services are provided by the City's exclusive franchise hauler, Waste 
Industries. The following services are included: Weekly Curbside Garbage Collection 
(95 gallon cart included), Weekly Curbside Bulk Removal (by scheduled appointment 



each time needed), Weekly Curbside Bagged Yard Waste Removal (no scheduled 
appointment needed), Weekly Curbside Yard Waste Removal (by scheduled 
appointment each time needed), Bi-Weekly Curbside Recycling Services (65 gallon 
cart included) (must sign up for recycling service). 
 
Q: Would zoning change? 
A: Property annexed into a city must be rezoned by the City. If the City and county 
have a common zoning ordinance. with respect to zoning classifications. the City can 
adopt a zoning immediately. Since the City of Stockbridge has many of the same 
zoning classifications as Henry County, property owners would maintain identical 
zonings until a rezoning occurs. 
 
Q: Are parks available to Stockbridge residents  
A: We strive to provide safe well-maintained parks and facilities in addition to 
professional high-quality programs and services that respond to changing needs with 
in our community.     
 

Q: Is the City of Stockbridge a financially strong municipal government? 
A: Yes. The City of Stockbridge is a financially sound government. The needs and 
services of the City of Stockbridge citizens and stakeholders are being met through 
funding from strong financial sources, SPLOST and LOST Sales Tax, user fees, permits, 
licenses, etc.  The City Council is committed to maintaining the status of having an existing 
strong financial base.   
 
Q: Would your property taxes increase? 
A: Property tax rates would not increase as a result of annexation. While 
Unincorporated Henry County has a millage rate of ____    the City of Stockbridge 
currently does not have a municipal (city tax).   
 
Q. What are response times for public safety? 
A: Through an Inter-governmental Agreement, Henry County provides 
police services for residents of the City of Stockbridge.   A dedicated police 
precinct is located on N. Henry Boulevard near city hall,  which serves 
surrounding neighborhoods and commercial districts.  Response times are 
defined as the length of time between a 9-1-1 dispatcher receiving a call for service 
and an officer arriving.  
 

Q: How does the city's millage rate compare to the county's? 
A: The City of Stockbridge's millage rate is the same as Henry County.  

 
Q: Will I still have to pay county taxes? 
A: Yes. However, you will discontinue paying the Special Service District {SSD) tax, 
County taxes that are collected from all property owners throughout the county, for 
services now being delivered by the City of Stockbridge.  

 
The City of Stockbridge is committed to providing excellent services to its residents and business 
and would like to continue enhancing our service delivery to the local community. Service and 
related improvements are directly related to a city's population. When you annex into the City, 

you and your local community benefit greatly through an array of quality services. 
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